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Pre-K & ECAP: A Guide to Counting and Claiming for School Nutrition Programs

Are the pre-k students
part of the Delaware
Early Childhood
Assistance Program
(ECAP)?*

Are the children
physically attending
school in one of your
school/district buildings?

Are the children part of
your school/district's own
preschool program?

You should provide The children are served
meals as a vendor. The and their meals are Contact DDOE for

These children
automatically qualify for
free meals. You may
provide and claim meals
for these children.*

program pays the SFA claimed at the site where
per meal, and the they attend school and

program files claims for receive their
reimbursement.** meals/snacks.***

further discussion and
guidance.

* ECAP children who attend school at a building in your district and who have access to at least one meal per day may
be counted in the school/district's enroliment and identified student number for the Identified Student Percentage (ISP)
and Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) purposes.

**ECAP children who receive vended meals from your nutrition program cannot be counted in the enroliment or
identified students.

***Pre-K children are categorically eligible for free meals, and therefore may be included in the Identified Student
Percentage, provided that the program eligibility criteria is as stringent as or more stringent than federal Head Start
eligibility criteria. If this is not the case, the school must collect and process meal benefit forms for these children.
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